GCSE English

ENJOY
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Your child is studying two GCSEs

GCSE Language GCSE Literature
 Two 2 hour exams  Two exams (2 hours and 2 % hours)
e Completely unseen texts * Closed book exams
e 20 narrative fiction e Shakespeare play
* Creative writing  Poetry Anthology
e Comparison of 19t and 215t century  An Inspector Calls
non-fiction extracts e A Christmas Carol

* Persuasive or transactional writing

Comparison of two unseen poems

ENJOY
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Your child will need specific subject knowledge BUT a large part of their revision will be
practising how they use that knowledge, particularly on their Language exams.

ENJOY



GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
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Revising for Reading components

% * Fiction component
e * Non-fiction component

* The exams are essentially a
comprehension test — how well do
students understand what they’ve
read?
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At home, students can revise by:

e going through their folder and previous work looking at targets set by their teacher. Practise
questions with these targets in mind.

e practising the questions/assessment objectives that they find challenging.

* using SAM Learning and GCSEPod to access further online fiction, 19t and 215t non-fiction
resources.

* practising ‘R.AT.ing’ questions.

* practising the timing for questions until they can be answered within the time allocations
(usually 15 minutes for a 10 mark answer).

* review examples responses given to them by their teacher and try to use them to improve
their own answers.

e ensuring they know the format of the exam papers: i.e. how many marks each style of
qguestions is worth; how long is needed on each question; what reading skills is being
assessed on each question.

ENJOY
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Revising for Writing components

‘%’ * Write a short story

Wi * Write two persuasive and/or
et -

transactional (real world situation)
pleces

e Students are tested on their

ME‘ understanding of audience and purpose.
a -
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Reading and understanding the
guestion before planning their

answer.
v
- 30
Writing thei bout fi v -~ Y
riting their answers: about five
thoughtful paragraphs 5 mln <
/ ' \

Proofreading their answers.




At home, students can revise by:
* practising ‘R.A.T.ing” a variety of writing tasks for paper 2.

* practising planning responses to both writing sections: they need
to be able to plan within a very specific time frame.

e practising writing opening paragraphs; different paragraph
structures; using different techniques; writing closing paragraphs.

* spending time improving their proof reading skills by practising this
skill. They can also independently use GCSEPod and SAM Learning
to revise key spelling, punctuation and grammar.

* the closer students get to their exams, the more they need to be
practising writing in timed conditions.

ENJOY



GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE
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There’s no substitute for reading the texts

Audio versions are available for free on YouTube or for purchase

MACBETH ROMEO & JULIET Inspcccﬁor
alls

A Christmas Carol




Revising for literature isn’t about writing lots of
essays...

ENJOY
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At home, students can revise by:

creating mindmaps, timelines and knowledge organisers for each literature text
(they need to know characters and themes).

re-reading key sections of each text.
completing knowledge recall tests (there are lots on SAM Learning and GCSEPod).

picking out key extracts for different characters and themes and practise analysing
them so that they’re developing analysis skills AND learning quotes at the same
time.

practising planning a wide variety of essay questions — they don’t need to be writing
an essay for every essay plan.

read different types of poetry and practise the skill of comparison.
practise essay planning for poetry comparison, as well as writing some complete

essais.
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All students have these to support them with their
Ianguage revision:
JEC DUQAS GCt | WORKROOK |
Revnse English
.Language
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cevision books

* We have revision guides for both GCSEs.

* The school library also has a section of revision books that
students can use

- QCIE Sag &7 GCSE English y GCSE English ey GCSE English .GP

5 L3 =2 GCSE WJEC Eduqgas

=== AnInspector e A Gl s . ey English Language
For the Grade 9-1 Exams

The Text Guide TS The Text Guide The Text Guide
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GCSE maths revision

ENJOY
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How can you
help someone to
prepare for a
maths exam?

1. Revise

P

( Resilience

( ' 2. . ’ y
3. Rehearse Qlew &
< -5
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1. Revise Revision Guide and Websites.

ENJOY
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ggizﬁgé Revision Guide £2.85

Por e Crade 31 Courme

Two Levels;
Foundation or Higher.

GCSE AQA
Mathematics

For e Crate 3 ) Courm

The Revislonm Cuide
fo mtercm Lave
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Our Preferred Maths =
Revision Website

One Minute Maths

1. Revise

www.mathswatch.co.uk . InppEnnERE

T |y |12 Ok |2]

T @) Complete the table for

x0~-0%x
x| = |2z

All the maths teachers at Soar
Valley will use this site to tailor ,
. o graph of y = 5x — x3
work for your revision. ¢) Estimate the

| o | | x-coordinates of the
Make sure you know how

turning points of the

o o graph. ~]*2, )2
To access this site.

3~3%=2-12
(-3)-(-3)}=12

On the grid, draw the

X
X

5
S
c 4
)



http://www.mathswatch.co.uk/

- e(‘é S hitps/ s mymaths coul/= 9+ 8¢ @ waiing formymaths.couk ==
1. Revise www.mymaths.co.uk

Username: soarvalley
Password: enjoy

Welcome to MyMaths

Take a look around to find out more
about the site, or book on to one of
our webinars

b

New Targeted Intervention

f k to drive school
Maths (2015 onwards) improvement

I Toc Tidentify
-— tar ese tools
ea

Bitesize, samlearning, gcsepod, Corbettmaths, youtube, ....

ENJOY
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Students should reflect on all the
revision work they do.

They should:

. Opportunities

|Dommomvma1ya need to Improve?

Mark, correct and make a record of Ny =
topics they find difficult. o
These can be reviewed using oS
MathsWatch or with the help of
maths teachers.
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3 S— From January maths teachers will provide
4 past papers to complete.

These are ESSENTIAL preparation for the
GCSE!!




~ Our chosen exam board and syllabus is

3. Rehearse

aga.org.uk/subjects/mathematics

AQAH

Realising potential

gese/m O ~ G| & Welcome » Soar Valley College | (& MyMaths - Bringing maths aliv...| & AQA | Mathematics | GCSE |...

Contact us Aboutus #@Login Site search

Subjects

A/ Subjects/ Maths/ GCSE/ Mathematics (8300)

GCSE Mathematics

Decided to teach our new
Mathematics specification?

Sign up now
Specification code: 8300

Talk to us

With content the same for all exam boards, how you choose
which GCSE Maths will be right for your students will be down to

how it is assessed and how it is supported H
We think we've put together the first-choice GCSE Maths for you
and vour students

Qualifications Professional development Exams administration

www.aqa.org.uk/maths/gcse

ENJOY

AQA GCSE Mathematics Code 8300

It has a comprehensive website
with useful resources including
Past Exam Papers.

Maths Genie is also another
website for past papers

model answers included
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//A

< . Revision for maths takes TIME
esilience

Mistakes are part of revising and help
students to progress.

Encourage regular practice
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Make sure you have access
to Revision guides and
“Mathswatch” and a plan of
how and when to use them.

Make sure all
the work is
marked and

there is a list of
the topics you

, would like to
Make sureyou : | | improve.
complete past

papers

2. Review Make sure you
\»J review your

1. Revise

Resilience

“mock exams”.
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GCSE Science

ENJOY
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GCSE Science Course AQAD

Realising potential

The Exams

Six papers:
2 Biology

2 Chemistry
2 Physics

Duration:
All exam papers are 1 hour and 15 minutes.
Triple science 1 hour 45 minutes

ENJOY
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Revising Science

1) Knoviosoo R eviont ) roce
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@ Knowledge

@it @it @) i
y @OOC"E @ gcsede

,%’é‘:}%‘s‘z AQA GCSE 9-1
(eVLS€  COMBINED SCIENCE:
TRILOGY FOUNDATION

O access

AQA GCSE Series Editor: Primrose Ki
e s e Workbooks

Bitesize * Knowledge
organisers

ENJOY
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Contents @ @ @n Knowledge: The key
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There are five levels of organisation in living
organisms:

basic building blocks

groups of cells that
and functions

groups of tissues
working together to
perform a specific
function

groups of organs
working together

organ systems
working together

When breathing in, air moves

1 into the body through the
mouth and nose

N

down the trachea

w

into the bronchi
through the bronchioles

>

into the alveoli (air sacs).

Oxygen then diffuses into the blood in
the network of capillaries over the
surface of the alveoli.

red blood cells

have similar structures

T ATE

pancreas
makes enzymes:

amytase lipase
and protease

liver
make

gall bladder
slo bile

ale s

3

bronchi

1S, MMPLUTIM

salivary glands
onlaining
amylase

oesophagus
food o

jed bleod in

bro

hiole

Dranc

pulmonary

artery
pulmonary

vein

alveoh

bind to oxygen and transport it around the body

plasma - transports substances and blood cells around the body

platelets - form blood clots to create barriers to infect
white blood cells - part of the immune s

ons

n to defend the body aga

Soar Valley Colleg
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The structure of each blood vessel relates to its function.

dioxide out)

3
¥ e

The heart is the organ that pumps blood around your body.
It is made from cardiac muscle tissue, which is supplied with
oxygen by the coronary artery

puimosary artery
lakes dec _

hearl

right atrium '\

right ventricle

pumps

Heart rate is controll

by a group of cells in the right atrium

that generate electrical impulses, acting as a pacemaker. el Nead andi
Artificial pacemakers can be used to control irregular heartbeats.
alveoli aorta artery atrium bronchi bronchiole capillary cardiac muscle
coronary artery double circulatory system lipase organ organsystem plasma pLaLcch
monary artery pulmonaryvein t e vein venacava ventricle

Vessel
= thick, muscular, and elastic walls
= carries blood away from the
= the walls can stretch and
artery heart withstand high pressure
MIENS B SSH
= under high p e
= small lumen
= have valves to stop blood flowing oo 1 large lumen
= carries blood to the heart the wrong wa: i >
vein carrie ,.bioud to the hea N s way thi wall ften has
= under low pressure = thin walls hris
* large lumen
= one-cell-thick - short diffusion
= distance for substances to move wall one Liny vessel
< between the blood and tissues cell-thick WL PR
capillary lumen

(e.g., oxygen into cells and carbon

very narrow lumen

?J

The human circulatory system is described as

a double circulatory system because blood

passes through the heart twice for every circuit

around the body:

= the right ventricle pumps blood to the lungs
where gas exchange takes place

= the left ventricle pumps blood around the
rest of the body.

aorta

1. Use the subject specific
revision guides

MyGCSE Science great for
practical work

fixed volume of
dilute sulfuric aci

Start with a fixed volume of dilute
rric acid. This is our limiting r




Learn the answers to the questions be

o Name the five levels of organisation in living
organisms.

o

What is an organ?

What is the function of bile in digestion?

o

What is the function of saliva in digestion?

\ame three enzymes produced

main component

What is the function of platelets?

Name the substances transported in the blood
plasma.

© O ©0 O

c Why is the human dirculatory system described as a
double circulatory system?

@ How does the structure of an artery relate to its
function?

@ How does the structure of a vein relate to its
function?

@ How does the structure of a capillary relate to its
function?

List the structures air passes through when
breathing in.

(5]

O =

low, then cover the al
a piece of paper and write as many as you can. Check and repeat.

@ wounds becominy

aced In

ers column with

cells —+ tissues — organs — organ systems — organisms

_ agroup of tissues working together to performa

specific function

neutralise hydrochloric acid from the stomach and
emulsify fat to form small droplets with a large surface
area

lubrication to help swallowing - contains amylase to
break down starch

form blood clots - prevent the loss of blood and stop
ected

hormones, proteins, urea, carbon dioxide, glucose

blood passes through the heart twice for every circuit
around the body - deoxygenated blood is pumped
from the right side of the heart to the lungs, and
the oxygenated blood that returns from the lungs is
pumped from the left side of the heart to the body

- carries blood away from the heart under high

pressure ~ has a small lumen and thick, elasticated
walls that can stretch

carries blood back to the heart at low pressure
doesn't need thick, elasticated walls, but has valves to
prevent blood flowing the wrong way

carries blood to cells and tissues - has a one-cell-thick

> wall to provide a short diffusion distance

mouth/nose — trachea — bronchi = bronchioles =
alveoli

o OO0 O ©

Now go back and use the quest
from previous chapters.

Previous questions

What is the purpose of active transport in the small
intestine?

What is therapeutic cloning?

What is a stem cell?

Give one disadvantage of
clone plants.

ng plant meristems to

What is active transport?

sy

elow to check your knowledge

Answers

sugars can be absorbed when the concentration

of the sugar in the small intestine is lower than the
concentration of the sugar in the blood

patient’s cells are used to create an early embryo
clone of themselves - stem cells from the embryo can
then be used to treat the patient’s medical conditions
undifferentiated cell that can differentiate into one or
more specialised cell types

no genetic variation, so, for example, an entire cloned
crop could be destroyed by a disease

movement of particles against a concentration
gradient - from a dilute solution to a more
concentrated solution - using energy from respiration

Practise answering questions on the required practicals using the example below.

You need to be

to apply your skills and knowle

Worked example

Astudent wanted to test a sample for the
nce of protein using Biuret reagent. Write a

There are different ways
to test for different p

compounds found in food:  risk

= ethanol test for lipids
(fats) - colour change
from colourless to
cloudy white

nt

* Benedict'ste

I godgles 1o prote

wash hands at the ¢

ment for this activity.

1 Write down general safety practices in labs:

car up any spills quickly

e to other practicals too.

Practice
1 Astudent picked up
solution Aand added itto a
sample of food. Solution A
was blue and turned purple
after adding it to the food.
Name solution A and

identify the food type
present in the sample.

colourchange  + donot.eat any of the fooc 2 Benedict’s test for sugar
blue to red if 2 Write down what things could hurt you in the requires the solution to be
present practical, and how they could hurt you: heated. One way to do this
* jodine test for starch % . . is by heating the test tube
(carboh 5) R TEAger it in a beaker of water using a
ange from glass - can break Bunsen burner.
browntoblue-black - pi can poke you Inthe eyes Give an alternative method
if present 3 Write down how you can prevent these of heating the solution.
* Biuret reagent test for hurting you: 3 When testing a sample
on testing 2 |

protein ur change
from blue to purple if
present

You need to
identify and d
the correct
results, for each test

ma teacher immediately

for protein in a test tube,
astudent found that the
top of the sample tested
positive whereas the
bottom did not.

Give a reason for this result.

s

Retrieval

What can they remember without
prompts?
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Paper 1

s . : oLs Selaect which of the following changes take place in the athletae™s
oL An athlete’s lung wolume was measured over a periced of time. The E .
s R ) - A chest cavity between 0 and 1.5=. [2 marks]
data for one respiratory cycle is shown in Figure 1 . == i
Figure 1 TMck two boxes. Read the question carefully,
01.5 only refers to the first
0.5 < rilr cage mowes in and down i
_/f'_""\\\ 1€ E part of the graph not all of .
F N
¢ y .
4 L) ribh cage mowes up and out
f diaphragm contracts and mowves dowen
diaphragm relaxes and mowves up
oz A student carried out a number of food tests on an unknown sampla. E
.
oo T Their results are shown in Table 1 A—
0 L 2 3
- Table 1
LT ime 5
: . Muitrient
0L De=cribve how the athlete’s lung volume changes owver the three- Reagaent used
second period shown. [2 marks] @‘ este L @ Excarm Thg
starch L yellow—orange
For this gquestion you I'IfEECl o sugar Benedict's solution blwe nrea_r—,Ent is a_l:hEn'll:_aI @r
u=e the data and describe the = = i solution that is used in a
. . . r n g X
shapea of the line and how it oo Blawret recpent purpte practical_
chanpes. x ethanaol cloudy white layer formed
oLz Use Fipure 1 to determine the wolume of air taken in when the oz Identify nutrient X that is detected by adding ethanol to the food
athlete imhales. 1 mark] sample. L mark]
dm oz.2 Identify reapent ¥ that is used to test a food sample for starch.
0L3 The athlete's total lung volume before inhalation was S 00 dm’. 1 mark]
Calculate their total lung wolume after inhalation. [2 marks]
o2.3 Biuret reagent is cormosive.
Suppest one safety precaution that the student should hawe taken @m
wihen using Biuret reagent. 1 mark] . R
dm Make sure your suggestion is
) ) ) related to the practical.
oL.4 Calculate how many respiratory oycles will take place in &0 s,
[3 marks] oz The student thought that the food sample contained starch, sugar
and protein. Is the student correct?
Circle ane answer for each of the statements below. I3 marks]
The food sample contains starch. WS o
The food sample contains sugar. YES o
cycles Ihe food sample contains protein. YEsS o

e B4 For answers ard more pract
1 elrevise

e Lions v Cwen more practios and interscties B e
=TI revision quicees arc availabls on i
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Scientific language

 Over 3700 subject specific words students should be able to define.

Make sure you can write a definition for these key terms,

alveol 1rrvyls o Wrts sriory atrium bronchi bronchiok capillary cardiac muscle
) bpane orqgan organ syntem ;vl.r ma "(.u'.rl:".

 Working scientifically vocabulary such as variables, accuracy, reliable,
conclusion, precision, evaluation etc.

ENJOY
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Command words

Command words are the words and phrases used in exams that
tell students how they should answer a question.

Most common: Describe, Explain, Compare, Define, Evaluate, Justify,
suggest........

ENJOY
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N ' e process of evolution by which some plants survive in fields where animals eat

Response requires one of these 3:

e Statement of facts

e Statement of observations

* Qutlining a process

(4)

ENJOY



(b) Scientists have genetically engineered a vanety of wheat to be resistant to herbicides.

The herbicide resistant vanety of wheat will give a higher yield than the non-herbicide
resistant variety.

¥ -
I

Response requires:

* Giving reasons how or why something has
happened

* Giving reasons how or why 2 factors are
related

* Giving reasons how or why a process works

(3)

ENJOY



